‘sex sui

Two ex-elections

staffers get $200G

By Peter Weiss
Joumal staff writer

A sex harassment suit against Hudson
County Deputy Superintendent of Elee-
tions Betty Ouflaw; her son Kareem, who
is a former employee of the office; and the
county administration, has been settled
for $200,000. .

Under the setflement, Frances Farley
will receive $125,000, and Barbara James-
Hargrove will get $75,000. )

The settlement was reached Jast month
inU.8, District Court, Newark,

Fariey and James-Hargrove no longer
work for the elections superintendent.

" Farley works for the county sheriffs of-
fice, and dJames-Hargrove is in private in-
dustry, .

The lawsuit was filed in April 1997,
when Quilaw was elections superinten-
dent and her son was emploved as a vot-
ing machine mechanic. -

The complaint alleged Kareem Outlaw
harassed James-Hargrove by making “re-
peated  offensive physical  contact
.. {and) threats to canse harm +to
(James) in some sexual fashion.” It also

accused Kareem Ouflaw of visiting heg-

home and making telephone ealls.

Farley alleged she witnessed Kare:ém :
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Uutlaw  threatening to  stab
Fevaes-Hargrove with a letter
apuer. The suit also alleged Far-
ley:suffered retaliation after she

reported Kareem Outlaw's ac- -

Henstohismother.

Farley charged that after com- .
:blaining about Kareem Qutlavi's.
Aactions, Betty Outlaw started :

Jeomnitoring her phone calls.
- ‘Attorney D. Gayle Loftis, rep-

esenting Farley and James-Har-

grove, said the settlement demon-
$trates that “a supervisor has to

Supervise her employees, Wwheth-.

€t thev're relatives or not - . .

‘Merely asking her son whether
“hedid itisnetenough,” :

‘Betty .Outlaw could not be

reached for comment yesterday,

Her office said she was out of
town. County officials declined a
requestfor comment. :

- - Betty Outlaw remains under

fire from the state Commission
on Ethical Standards, which is

seeking her removal from office
on allegations of ‘ethics viola-
tions, including hiring family
members ‘and soliciting cam-

paign donations, She is fighting

the charges,

representing Farley and.:

ornot... . Merely asking

her son whether he did 4
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A Demo'cra_)tj Betty Ou
was county elections su'perintg;
dent from 1992-until last yea
when her term: expired and i
Christie Whitman nathedsMa
Borace, a Republican from*Ng
Bergen, as superintendent.

* Outlaw then returhed to be
deputy superintendent, a pesiti
she held before: becorming sup
intendent. By.‘law, the depy
must be from the opposite ph
cal party as the superintendent..



